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M I N U T E S 

AGENDA MEETING OF HAMPTON TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

  

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2016 
  

President Son called to order the Agenda Meeting of Hampton Township Council at 7:30 PM in 

the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building located at 3101 McCully Road, Allison Park, 

Pennsylvania.                 

  

Those present: V. Son, President; R. Dunlap, C. Montgomery, Members; J. Speakman, Controller; 

V. Tucceri, Legal Counsel; W.C. Lochner, Municipal Manager. 

 

DISCUSSION REGARDING A PA TURNPIKE AGREEMENT – BEN HERR STREET 

 

Mr. Lochner described the location of Ben Herr Street and summarized the project by stating that 

the PA Turnpike Commission will be expanding the lanes on the Turnpike prior to Exit 39.  This 

will require a six foot extension of the tunnel on E. Bardonner Road.  Mr. Lochner reported that 

the Turnpike Commission has requested that Ben Herr become entrance only because of the lack 

of sight distance.  He also noted that the agreement stipulates that, in lieu of payment for a piece 

of property on Meadowridge, the PA Turnpike Commission will pave Ben Herr Street.  Mr. 

Lochner explained that part of this project requires the Township to move several sanitary sewer 

lines.  He reviewed PennDOT’s regulations regarding utility relocations and noted that the 

Township views itself as a public utility because it is not governed by the PUC.  Mr. Lochner 

commented that, because it is a public utility, the Township does not believe that it is responsible 

for the cost of moving the sewer line.  He suggested postponing this item for one month so that the 

solicitor’s office can review the agreement and offer an opinion on this matter.  Mr. Lochner and 

Mr. Montgomery discussed the projected cost for moving this line.  Mr. Dunlap and Mr. Lochner 

discussed the potential impact to the Hampton Shaler Water Authority.  Mr. Dunlap questioned 

how long the Township has to review the agreement.  Mr. Lochner expressed support for 

converting Ben Herr to a one-way street.       

 

DISCUSSION REGARDING A VACANCY ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY 

COUNCIL  

 

Mr. Son reported that interviews have been held with the candidates who have applied for the 

vacant spot on the Environmental Advisory Council.  He stated that all three candidates were very 

qualified and would have much to offer to the EAC.  He requested that members of Council 

consider this matter and be ready to discuss it further at the next meeting. 

 

DISCUSSION REGARDING A PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING AND 

RESTATING THE POLICE HIRING AND PROMOTION ORDINANCE 

 

Chief Vulakovich briefly reviewed the changes and clarifications in the proposed ordinance.  He 

reported that he has met with legal counsel to review the rough draft.  Mr. Dunlap questioned if 

the final draft will be ready in two weeks.  Mr. Lochner noted that this item is only an authorization 

to advertise.     
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DISCUSSION REGARDING THE SHACOG SPRING COMMODITIES BID AWARD 

 

Mr. Zarenko stated that this item is standard operating procedure for the Township and constitutes 

a one-year price guarantee.  Mr. Zarenko summarized his memo regarding this item.  Mr. Son 

verified that that this pricing is locked in for items on an as-needed basis. 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICES BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Son and Mr. Zarenko discussed the preparations that are underway for the upcoming pool 

season.   

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Son summarized a memo from Mr. Degnan regarding the necessary replacement of the 

SCADA system, which monitors and communicates with all of the equipment at the Water 

Pollution Control Plant (WPCP).  He stated his understanding that the current system is obsolete 

and no longer supported by the software manufacturer.  Mr. Son noted that the new contract would 

be with Honeywell, who has worked with the Township on numerous other projects.  The system 

would be a five year lease-to-own arrangement and would cover all of the equipment, maintenance 

and software upgrades.  Mr. Degnan remarked that the cost of the system will be $120,000 per 

year for five years.  He commented that the cost could be covered by an increase in the sewer rate 

by $1.00 per month per user.  Mr. Degnan explained that this system is the brain of the WPCP.  It 

monitors all of the equipment, runs 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and makes 

adjustments/changes as needed during off hours.  Mr. Degnan explained how the system operates 

during a flooding event and noted that the WPCP is located in a flood zone and has been flooded 

numerous times.  He discussed how the system is adjustable to accommodate any future changes 

that are made in the equipment or layout of the WPCP.  Mr. Dunlap questioned if any providers 

besides Honeywell were considered.  Mr. Degnan replied that, since Honeywell has already been 

involved with numerous updates at the WPCP, it reduced the overall cost of the project to use them 

again.  Mr. Son requested verification that this system would be compatible with any future 

improvements at the WPCP, which Mr. Degnan affirmed.  Mr. Lochner added that this system 

would also cover all of the Township’s pump stations.  He also noted that this item was included 

in the Capital Improvements Budget for this year.  A short discussion was held regarding the 

appropriate way to budget this item in the upcoming years.           

 

Mr. Degnan briefly updated Council on the Hampton High School AP Biology class tour of the 

Water Pollution Control Plant.   

 

ALLISON PARK CHURCH SUBDIVISION (16-03) 

 

The applicant is seeking approval to subdivide a portion of a previously consolidated lot located 

at 2212 Duncan Avenue in an RB zoning district.   
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Mr. Orban summarized the application and noted that the Planning Commission, Township 

engineers, and staff are all recommending approval of this application.  He stated that all 

engineering items have been addressed.  Mr. Son requested additional clarification regarding the 

purpose of the property sale.   

 

O’REILLY AUTOMOTIVE REVISED SITE PLAN (16-04) 

 

The applicant, O'Reilly Automotive Stores, Inc., is proposing to develop the lot located at 5044 

Route 8 to allow for the construction of an 11,306 square foot automotive parts retail store in an 

HC zoning district.  The applicant has granted an extension to the Township through June 30, 

2016. 

 

Mr. Orban commented that the applicant has granted an extension through the end of June for the 

review of this application.  He explained that there are unresolved engineering items that need to 

be addressed.  Also, this application still needs to receive recommendations from both the Planning 

Commission and Environmental Advisory Council.     

 

AQUINAS ACADEMY SIMPLE SUBDIVISION (16-05) 

 

The applicant is proposing to subdivide a portion of an existing lot containing a single-family 

dwelling, which is currently part of an Institutional Conditional Use in an RB zoning district, as a 

separate stand-alone parcel.   

 

Mr. Orban summarized the application and remarked that the Planning Commission, Township 

engineers and staff are all recommending approval.  He reported that all engineering items have 

been addressed.   

 

ZONING AND PLANNING BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Orban alerted Council to a possible application that may be submitted by the Hampton 

Township School District, which would be filed in conjunction with the contractor involved with 

the Wildwood Road PennDOT project.  He explained that the PennDOT project will necessitate 

the removal of a large amount of dirt from the lower portion of Wildwood Road.  He commented 

that he has not received any official confirmation of this, but the School District would reportedly 

like to use the removed dirt to extend the parking area for Fridley Field located on Topnick Drive.  

Mr. Orban stated that this would require a land development application; however, due to the 

timing constraints in place, the School District may request to fast track the review of this 

application.  A lengthy discussion was held regarding the criteria for the land development 

application, the potential location for the storage of the fill, and the timing involved in the review 

of the application.       
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OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Lochner stated that the Hampton Shaler Water Authority has been updating their water meters.  

He explained that the HSWA also maintains about 400 sewer only meters for customers that use 

well water.  Mr. Dunlap explained the reason why the meters are needed to determine the amount 

for the sewer billing.  Mr. Lochner stated that the HSWA has indicated that all 400 sewer only 

meters need to be repaired.  A short discussion was held regarding the cost of replacing these sewer 

only meters.  Mr. Son questioned what precipitated the need for the new meters.  Mr. Lochner 

replied that the current meters are all more than 25 years old and are out of date.  He noted that the 

original meters were paid for by the resident.  Several more comments were exchanged regarding 

this matter. 

 

Mr. Lochner stated that the Township recently received a letter from the Glades Homeowners 

Association requesting that the Township take over the open space and stormwater facilities in that 

development.  He stated that this request was discussed during the Strategic Planning Meeting, but 

was never finalized.  Mr. Lochner stated that the HOA has been pressing the Township for a 

response to this request.  Mr. Son remarked that Council will continue to consider this request, but 

if an answer is needed immediately, he stated that the Township is not prepared to take over those 

areas at this time.     

 

There being no further items for discussion, Mr. Son adjourned the Agenda Meeting at 8:06 

pm. 
 

 

 

 

Susan A. Bernet,                                                                                          Victor D. Son, 

Clerk of Council                                                                                          President of Council 

 

 

 


